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Stanley British Primary School Appoints Third Head of School 

 

DENVER — Stanley British Primary School, founded in 1972, a member of the Association of Colorado Independent 

Schools, and a top independent school in Denver teaching progressive, British Primary philosophy, has named a new head of 

school.  

 

Sumant Bhat, a current middle school head and an advisory board member for The Challenge Foundation, will begin his 

tenure as Stanley’s third head of school on July 1, 2020. In May, Stanley’s current head, Tim Barrier, announced that the 

2019-20 school year would be the last of his 25 years at the school.  

 

Stanley’s national search for its next head of school quickly surfaced Sumant as a finalist candidate. During a two-day 

interview process, he earnestly interacted with a wide swath of Stanley faculty, trustees, staff and families. “Sumant is 

exceptionally qualified to serve as Stanley’s next head of school, and we are thrilled to welcome him to our community,” said 

Katie Varholak, chair of Stanley’s Head Search Committee and president-elect of the Stanley Board of Trustees. 

 

During his career, Sumant has become known for working collaboratively to foster student opportunities that are, in his 

words, “what’s best for kids.” He has a long history of a commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion practices, 

participating regularly in the the nationally known People of Color Conference and Denver’s Circle Diversity and Inclusion 

Conference. Sumant has designed cultural competency curriculum and helped launch affinity group programs as well as 

developed leadership roles such as director of equity and inclusion and a multiculturalism and inclusion teaching fellowship. 

He has attended both the Multicultural Teaching Institute of Boston and the AsEA Asian Educators Conference Berkeley, 

Calif., among many others, and he has published articles on the importance of our stories, inclusion through empathy and 

making core values visible.  

 

Sumant received his B.A. in economics and psychology from Williams College and earned his M.A. in Education Leadership 

from the Klingenstein Center for Private School Leadership at Teachers College, Columbia University, later earning the 

2009-10 NAIS E.E. Ford Fellowship for Aspiring School Heads.  

 

Sumant joins Stanley after wrapping up his fifth year as head of middle school for Denver’s St. Anne’s Episcopal School. His 

experience includes serving as a middle school dean, math teacher, department chair, mentor and coach at The Alexander 

Dawson School near Boulder and The Meadowbrook School of Weston in Massachusetts. As an educator, he has developed 

innovative programs to include more coding, design thinking and 3-D printing, and as an administrator, he has become adept 

at developing strategic initiatives around parent and student engagement, communications and planning for fundraising 

campaigns.  

 

Says Garth Jensen, president of Stanley’s Board of Trustees, “It is my honor to welcome Sumant into his new role at our 

school and to offer him the wholehearted congratulations of the Stanley trustees.” 

 

Says Sumant, “I am honored to be named just the third head of school at Stanley. It is humbling to follow the extraordinary 

leadership and vision of both Tim Barrier and Carolyn Hambidge who have made the school what it is today: A community 

that deeply loves kids and is committed to nurturing a joyful environment for children to learn and explore each and every 

day.” 

* * * 

 

About Stanley British Primary School 

Stanley BPS is a progressive, independent school with 450 students in grades kindergarten through 8th grade located in the 

Lowry Neighborhood of Denver. The British Primary educational philosophy is a unique instructional approach created 40 

https://www.stanleybps.org/philosophy


 

years ago under the direction and leadership of Founding Head Carolyn Hambidge. Stanley’s academic program is developed 

by British Primary-trained faculty and emphasizes the strengths found in an enrollment balance of boys and girls, a balance 

among age groups in multi-age classrooms, a cross-section of learning styles, personalities, abilities and diverse backgrounds. 

Academics focus on the essential communication, quantitative and problem-solving skills students need and upon the 

school’s 7 Goals for Learners: Self-Awareness, Collaboration, Respect, Curiosity, Perseverance, Academic Resourcefulness 

and Lifelong Learning. 

https://www.stanleybps.org/program

